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decessors had ever done), and told the members present that no
person had any privileges when charged with treason. There-
fore he was come to know if any of the accused were there.
Looking round he saw that eall the birds are flown'. The five
members had taken refuge in the City and the king withdrew,
baffled. He soon realized that he was powerless to compel the
citizens to surrender them. Instead, the City appointed Philip
Skippon major-general, to take command of the train-bands, and
the seamen and mariners of the ports volunteered to help in the
defence of parliament. A week later the five returned to West-
minster, escorted by cheering multitudes.
The only possible excuse for a coup <T£tat is success, and Charles
failed dismally. Although his final hestitations were overcome
by the queen's reproaches, he did not yield to a sudden impulse
but rather put into effect what had been contemplated for some
time. At the very opening of the Long Parliament Strafford
had planned an impeachment of the parliamentary leaders, but
the project had not been taken up again until the following
autumn. Then it became common knowledge that some such
scheme was under discussion. Indeed the verses with which
*J. H.' (? John Hall) greeted King Charles, when he was enter-
tained in the City on his return from Scotland, broadly hinted
that members of parliament who were inclined to practise mis-
chief should have 'regall judgement and a legall grave'.1 The
attempted arrest was frustrated by betrayal, but, even if it had
taken place, the outcome would probably have been still more
disastrous, for the consequence of the mere attempt was the
immediate closing of the ranks in parliament. Differences be-
tween lords and commons disappeared and unanimity once
more prevailed in the lower house.
1 King Charles His Entertainment and London'*s Lqyaltie (1641).

